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2020    TECHNOLOGY REFERENDUM
From the School Board

Dear Residents, 

It is a privilege to serve the students, parents, guardians, and residents of the Orono 

Schools community. In recent months, each of us has been touched by the pandemic.  

As members of your School Board, we have listened to your concerns and worked  

through many difficult decisions in communion with district administrators and staff.  

We understand the sacrifices and deeply value your partnership along the way. The health 

of our community and academic progress of our students are continually on our minds. 

Early last March, we made a unanimous decision to place the technology levy on the 

2020 ballot, following the referendum defeat in November 2019.* Even at that time, we 

could not have anticipated the expanded role that technology would play in providing 

continuity of learning for our students. 

The levy on this year’s ballot is a decrease from the 2019 proposal. It represents a revised 

request focused on maintenance and replacement of our most essential technology 

infrastructure. This funding covers expenses needed for teaching and learning every day—

from software subscriptions to switches, security to support staff.

The hard truth is that time is running out. The current technology levy, first approved 

in 2002 and renewed at the same percentage in 2011, will expire in 2021. Without the 

support of resident voters, funding for technology will disappear–but the need will not. 

Expenses will have to be covered by the general fund and there is very little flexibility in 

that budget. The district carefully manages the general fund within 2% of budget each 

year. State funding has not kept up with inflation and rising expenses. If the technology 

levy funding disappears after 2021, our classroom budgets will be greatly impacted and 

our technology needs will go unmet. 

With a strong technology foundation, Orono Schools can prepare students for college and 

careers of tomorrow, maintain high levels of academic achievement, remain competitive, 

and continue to play an important, positive role in district communities.

Early voting is underway in Minnesota. Election Day is Tuesday, November 3. We welcome 

your questions to help you make an informed decision. 

Sarah Borchers, Vice ChairBob Tunheim, Chair

Laura Wallander, DirectorAli Howe, Director

Michael Bash, Treasurer

Martha Van de Ven, Clerk

96%

93%

95%

Residents believe they receive a good 
value from investments in schools.

Do Orono Schools increase property 
values in the community?

Rate the quality of Orono School’s 
education as Excellent or Good.

strongly agree

strongly agree

Excellent

agree

agree

Good

Survey results from an independent, random-

sample telephone survey of taxpayers across 

Orono Schools communities: Orono, Maple Plain, 

Minnetonka Beach, Long Lake, Medina  

and Independence

ORONO SCHOOLS

2019 Community Survey Results

Your source for reliable information is www.oronotech.com

*1,399 voted “no” and 1,114 voted “yes”

With sincere thanks,



2020    TECHNOLOGY REFERENDUM

Orono Schools’ core technology infrastructure is the platform on which 
the district operates on so many levels, much like your own home or 
workplace: devices and software tools; network and wireless systems, 
cybersecurity protections, building security, communications, student 
records and business management. These systems form the foundational 
platform on which the district serves its students. The purposeful use of 
technology helps teachers engage students, foster 21st Century skills, and 
secure Orono students’ leading edge academically and in STEM-based 
knowledge and achievement. Technology infrastructure must remain 
current and reliable to ensure effective, 21st Century teaching and learning 
opportunities and a stable business-operation environment. 

Unlike any other time in its history, the district has had to rely on 
technology infrastructure and educational tools to provide a consistent 

teaching and learning environment away from buildings and classrooms, 
called “distance learning.”  The flexibility to support students through 
distance learning is essential—whether to provide academic support 
when a single child is ill at home or when the entire district is required to 
adopt a full or partial distance learning model.

The annual, per-pupil spending comparison to neighboring districts 
(including larger ones) shows the level of resources needed for each 
student. It’s helpful to compare per-pupil spending in our geographical 
area, where costs are comparable. While Orono has been doing all 
it can with less, the district needs continued support and additional 
funding—designated solely to technology—to meet expenses in the four 
categories shown below. 

14.0%

21.4%

Systems & Software Infrastructure

Equipment

PER-PUPIL SPENDING LAGS NEIGHBORING DISTRICTS

Support Staff

Infrastructure is the technology 
platform (WiFi, switches, fiber, 
firewall) upon which our devices, 
applications, and services 
depend. Replacement of core 
technology infrastructure is 
at a critical juncture, required 
to meet district demands 
and avoid downtime.

The technology levy pays for 
software and cloud-based 
subscriptions that support 
and accelerate student 
learning at school or home, 
provide security for campus 
buildings, ensure student data 
privacy, block inappropriate 
content, and manage 
business operations.

Orono’s technology team 
members have unique 
expertise in network and 
systems management, support, 
and staff development. They 
keep systems running and 
manage thousands of devices. 
Instructional Coaches lead 
staff training in effective use 
of technology.

Levy dollars pay for student, 
teacher, and staff devices 
required for teaching, learning, 
and district operations. 
Devices are replaced, 
maintained, and repaired 
to ensure uninterrupted 
service, stay current with 
software releases, and avoid 
obsolescence.

ORONO’S TECHNOLOGY NEEDS YOUR LEVY DOLLARS AT WORK

Hopkins
Eden Prairie
Bloomington
Edina
Wayzata
Minnetonka
Westonka
Orono

DISTRICT

of annual
technology 
budget

21.7% of annual
technology 
budget

39.8% of annual
technology 
budget

of annual
technology 
budget

TOTAL LEVY
ANNUAL

PER PUPIL
$10,553,614

$6,926,600
$7,593,248
$6,109,846
$7,486,812
$6,361,265
$1,432,175
$1,039,860

$1,416
$727
$672
$668
$539
$526
$519
$325



What a YES vote means

A voter-approved referendum in November 2020 
would revoke the existing levy of 2.539% and replace 
it with a new authorization of 4.516% for the next 
10 years. For a median-value home in the district, 
valued at $400,000, there would be an additional 
tax investment of $6.25 per month (please see table, 
next page). The proposed authorization would raise 
approximately $1,988,720 for taxes payable in 2021, 
the first year it is to be levied. All funds remain in the 
district and are dedicated entirely to technology-
related expenses.

What a NO vote means

If the 2020 technology levy does not pass, funding from the voter-approved 2011 
technology levy will end with the 2021 fiscal year. 

Technology needs, aging infrastructure, and obsolete devices cannot be ignored as 
they play a critical role in academic and business operations in any school district; 
therefore, funds to support technology will have to come from the general fund. 
Technology needs will compete with classroom needs, impacting the district’s ability 
to deliver the teaching and learning programs students need to be competitive and 
prepared for the future. 

The state’s education funding formula that contributes to Orono’s general fund has not 
kept up with rising costs or inflation in recent years. Orono Schools tightly manages 
its general fund to fulfill student needs and operational costs while providing an 
excellent educational experience. There is minimal flexibility to reallocate dollars from 
the general fund to technology. The district will be forced to make difficult decisions to 
balance the budget. 

Technology Levy is on the ballot in November

For more information, visit www.oronotech.com

Technology allows students 
to access learning in a 
variety of formats and fosters 
a culture of growth and 
curiosity. Stable infrastructure 
and software tools provide a 
consistent and safe learning 
environment. Through 
voter-approved levy dollars, 
Orono can provide students 
and staff with up-to-date 
resources required to develop 
21st Century learners. 



What you can expect
Monthly tax impact through voter-approved technology levy

2020 REFERENDUM
ORONO SCHOOLS

This chart shows the estimated annual financial impact on homes based on market value. 

Market value is the amount listed on your county property tax statement. It is typically less 

than the actual selling price of a home. For more information about this vote and its impact 

on your property, please visit https://www.ehlers-inc.com/microsite/orono2020

Taxable Home  
Market Value $200,000 $300,000 $400,000 $500,000 $750,000 $1,000,000 $2,000,000

What you’re  
currently paying  
per month (2020)

$3.67 $6.00 $8.08 $10.08 $16.42 $22.67 $47.92

New monthly 
estimate from  
proposed levy
(would begin 2021)

$6.50 $10.42 $14.33 $17.92 $29.17 $40.42 $85.25

Increase in  
monthly investment $2.83 $4.42 $6.25 $7.84 $12.75 $17.75 $37.33

www.oronotech.com

Capital Project Levy is a term used in state law that enables 
school districts to seek voter authorization to provide funds for 
an approved project—in this case, technology—that will be 
paid over a specified period of years. The term of this proposed 
technology levy is 10 years. 

TERMS USED ON THE BALLOT CONFORM TO STATE LAW

Projects to be funded include: 

• Systems & software (exterior security, transportation, 
“Software as a Service” educational subscriptions like 
Schoology, Seesaw, TurnItIn, Brainpop, etc.)

• Infrastructure (including WiFi, servers, cabling, firewall, 
access points, phone systems, cybersecurity and anti-
virus tools)

• Equipment (technology assets, including student, staff 
and classroom devices and displays)

• Support staff (specially trained network and systems 
support administrators, technology support specialists, 
and instructional coaches who help teachers optimize 
educational technology)

The current levy (expiring in 2021) is revoked (canceled) 
and replaced with a new authorization through 2030 if the 
referendum is approved by voters. It will not be revoked if 
the referendum is not approved.

Proposed new authorization amount 

The current levy raises $1,123,720 per year. The proposed 
new authorization would raise $1,988,720, an increase of 
$865,000.

On the Ballot
The district stands ready to assist residents in gaining a complete  

understanding of the question. Please feel free to call Orono Public Schools 

with any questions at (952) 449-8300 or email info@orono.k12.mn.us.

Revoking Existing Capital Project Levy
Authorization; Approving New Authorization

The board of Independent School District No. 278 (Orono 
Public Schools) has proposed to revoke its existing 
capital project levy authorization of 2.539% times the 
net tax capacity of the school district and to replace that 
authorization with a new authorization of 4.516% times the 
net tax capacity of the school district. 

The proposed new authorization will raise approximately 
$1,988,720 for taxes payable in 2021, the first year it is to be 
levied and would be applicable for ten years. The estimated 
total cost of the projects to be funded over that time period 
is approximately $19,987,203.

The money raised by the proposed authorization will be 
used to provide funds for the replacement and maintenance 
of core technology infrastructure to improve teaching and 
learning. 

Shall the school district’s existing capital project levy 
authorization be revoked and the new capital project levy 
authorization to fund technology proposed by the board of 
Independent School District No. 278 be approved?

    YES
    NO

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION,  
YOU ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.



CLASS OF 2020
ORONO SCHOOLS

Class of 2020 Quick Facts: 

221 graduates

Median standard GPA 3.37

90 Honor Graduates &  
Academic Letters

79 President’s Awards for  
Educational Excellence

181 AP Scholar honors, including  
10 National AP Scholars

NEW! 6 AP Capstone Diplomas  
and 4 AP Seminar & Research  
Certificates

With tremendous pride, 

members of the Orono School 

Board presented diplomas to 

160 members of the Class of 

2020 who attended the event 

on August 5. Orono graduates 

are resilient and prepared for 

a bright future as they pursue 

college or career pathways. 



On August 5, 2020, Orono High School held a walk-through graduation 
ceremony in Pesonen Stadium. Family members watched as graduates 
crossed the stage to receive their diploma.  

Virtual Celebrations for the Class of 2020 

During the final weeks of school, Orono’s district administrators, 
counselors, students, staff, and community members collaborated to 
bring the Class of 2020 three virtual experiences. They compiled videos, 
audio clips, and hundreds of photos to celebrate the achievements and 
perseverance of this outstanding class.

You can still enjoy these virtual events at www.youtube.com/OronoRules

Orono High School Senior Awards Night – 865 views to date

Premiered May 19, 2020

Features commitments to military service/academies, Eagle Scout Awards, Girl 

Scout Gold Awards, Honor Graduates, Academic Letters, President’s Award for 

Educational Excellence, AP Scholar Awards, and National Merit Awards

Orono High School Senior Scholarship Night – 918 views to date

Premiered May 20, 2020

Thanks to the incredible generosity of many donors, more than $65,000 

in scholarships was awarded to graduating seniors. Scholarship recipients 

recorded and submitted a video to express their gratitude. 

Virtual Keepsake Graduation Video – 2,069 views to date

Premiered June 3, 2020

The virtual graduation video includes many of Orono High School’s traditional 

Commencement elements, including School Board, staff, and student speakers 

and an individual slide honoring each of the 221 graduates. 



ORONO HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2020

George Harley Abbott *
Jordan Ann Allar 
Conner Quintus Anderson 
Jack William Anderson 
Lillienne Field Anderson ‡ * † ᴫ 
Shea Allen Anderson 
William Edwin Anderson III 
Peter John Andrews ‡ *
Lily Mae Arel *
James Joseph Xavier Baran 
Riley Peter Barnes 
Rachel  Wynn Bartel * † 
Maia Elizabeth Lett Bauman 
Diego Emilio Becerra 
Patrick Joseph Benson ‡ * † 
Grace Elizabeth Berbig 
Geneva Mary Berrett ‡ *
Georgia Anderson Beutler ‡ * † 
Ian Aaron Binstock 
Ethan Josiah Blum ‡ *
Wels  Gaston Bowen ⤱ ‡ 
Aaron Scott Brekken ‡ * † 
James Frederick Brophy 
William Louis Buck ‡ * † Ω
Georgia Jane Bunkers * † ᴫ 
Ella Rose Burgess 
Nicholas Jerome Burns 
Casey  DeAnn Busch 
James Patrick Butler ‡ 
Nicholas Stephen Byrnes ⤱ ‡ * ᴫ 
Samuel  Vincent Capece 
Cecelia Bridget Carnivale 
Benjamin Connelly Cashin ‡ * ᴫ 
Lucas Scott Cates ‡ * 
Nicholas Joseph Cerny 
Andrew Christophe Charrier * † 
Isabella Claire Chavez ⤱ ‡ * † £ 
Meghan Nissen Chouanard ‡ * † Ω
Samuel  James Christiansen 
Michael Thomas Clements ‡ ᴫ 
Reece Wyatt Clifford 
Madeline Catherine Combs 
Madeleine Marie Courteau 
Adam Walter Cox 
Megan Olivia Craft 
Makenna Marie Crandall 
Sophie Joy Danielson 
Stella Ray Danielson 
Emma Kathryn McMillan Davie £ 
Calvin Layng Dayton 
Sydney Loren DeCubellis 
Luke Sperry Delattre ‡ *
Iliana Alicia DeMartini 
Joseph Michael DiPrima ⤱ ‡ £ 
Meghan Kathleen Dolan 
Kaitlyn Rose Foley 

Mijhanay Taleesa Forest 
Brayton Kai Foster *
Marit Kyllo Francis 
Megan Mary Fritz * ᴫ £
Sophia Jane Gabrielson *
Clare Wilson Gagne ‡ *
Nathan James Geelan 
Kenzie Bauer Germanson ‡ * †  
Elizabeth Ross Gibson *
Madeleine Ruth Glenna * ᴫ 
Michael Patrick Gorsuch ‡ *
Tatiana Marie Gostomski 
Finn Carpenter Grandy * † 
Xavier John Grochowski 
Carsyn Leigh Hargreaves 
Alexander Leo Haus ‡ 
Marina Hunt Healy 
Isak James Lloyd Hedeen 
August Joseph Hendrickson 
Silas Beeler Herman 
Saylor Carol Hibbs *
Ethan John Hockert 
Michael Patrick Hughes *
Devin Tai Hunt ‡ * † 
Harry Agar Hust φ
Gabrielle Angela Hyrkas ‡ * † ᴫ 
Logan Brad Jablonsky 
George Richard James 
Jordan Elise Janisch ‡ * † 
Cameron Gene Januik 
Avalon Marie Johnson ‡ *
Lydia Mahana Johnson 
Nina Astri Johnson 
Sophia Grace Johnson 
Jane Christine Jonassen 
Matthew Claiborne Jordan 
Hadley Margaret Juran *
Abigail Rose Kahn 
Brendan Jeffrey Kanwischer ⤱ ‡ * Ω
Gabriel Benedict Ketcham φ
Mara Catherine Kippels 
Cooper John Klaers *
Kieran Robert Klombies 
Amiya  Kokate £ 
Matt Hyeon Koltes 
Sadie Takelech Koltes *
James Robert Konkol ⤱ ‡ * † 
Elizabeth Anne Kostial *
Charles Allen Kotula ‡ *
Charles Thomas Kramer 
Margaret Anne Kraus ‡ *
Ethan David Kringen *
Adam James Kusske 
Aaron Curtis Kuznik *
Grace Elizabeth Larsen 
Nicholas Bauer Larsen 

Ava Jacqulyn Larson ‡ 
Elsa Scarlet Larson 
Owen Henry Larson *
Brynn Rebecca Leukuma *
Nicholas James Lewis ⤱ ‡ 
Audry Lynne Link 
Anna Jolie Lisle 
Anthony  Joseph Lopez 
Heidi Kathleen Luedeman *
Nicole Joan Lyons ‡ * † ᴫ 
Anna Sophia Maiorino 
Rabia Bibi Malik * † 
Cormac Andrew Martini 
Molly Anne Martini * £
Megan Ann Marzolf ‡ * † 
Annika Cheryl Mathias ‡ 
Kendall Rose Mauer ‡ * † 
Colette Rae Mayhew 
Robert Kyle McCrea III 
John Benjamin McCuskey ‡ *
Ellie Jane Melander * †
Dylan James Mika ⤱ ‡ *
Grace Amelia Miner ‡ * † 
Griffin Guy Mohs 
Nicholas William Mohs-Messerli 
Gavin Alexander Mueller ‡ * †
Ella Mei Mulvahill 
Mia Christine Mulvahill 
Sara Lianne Murley ‡ * † Ω ᴫ 
Jackson Palmer Myhre *
Oscar Edwin Mytty 
Sarah Marie Nelson 
Brandon Hoang Nguyen 
Colin Thang Nguyen 
Jack Frederick Norman 
Helen Mae Brumder North * † ᴫ 
Lillianne Grace O’Brien *
Naomi Margaret Ohman ‡ * † 
Jada Nicole Olson 
Nicholas Michael Overturf * † ᴫ 
Elianna Grace Pagel 
Maxwell  Hart Pankonin φ
Gavin Michael Parris 
Brooke Elizabeth Parten 
Jack Cremer Patterson 
Riley William Paul 
Austin William Peterson 
Josephine Barth Peterson ‡ * † 
Aaron Arthur Petrie 
Alisha Lynn Pfeifer *
Sydney Ellen Pieper 
Decker Amesbury Poley 
McDonald Thatcher Poley 
Reiley Marie Prueter ‡ * † 
Dani Aryana Putra *
Mya Alizabeth Ramaker ‡ * † 

⤱  AP Capstone Diploma  ‡ AP Scholars  * Honor Graduate  † National Honor Society  Ω National Merit Scholars  ᴫ  National Music Honor Society  £ National Speech and Debate Honor Society  φ Student enlisted in the Armed Forces

Celebrating our 2020 Graduates



ORONO HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2020

Ava Jacqulyn Larson ‡ 
Elsa Scarlet Larson 
Owen Henry Larson *
Brynn Rebecca Leukuma *
Nicholas James Lewis ⤱ ‡ 
Audry Lynne Link 
Anna Jolie Lisle 
Anthony  Joseph Lopez 
Heidi Kathleen Luedeman *
Nicole Joan Lyons ‡ * † ᴫ 
Anna Sophia Maiorino 
Rabia Bibi Malik * † 
Cormac Andrew Martini 
Molly Anne Martini * £
Megan Ann Marzolf ‡ * † 
Annika Cheryl Mathias ‡ 
Kendall Rose Mauer ‡ * † 
Colette Rae Mayhew 
Robert Kyle McCrea III 
John Benjamin McCuskey ‡ *
Ellie Jane Melander * †
Dylan James Mika ⤱ ‡ *
Grace Amelia Miner ‡ * † 
Griffin Guy Mohs 
Nicholas William Mohs-Messerli 
Gavin Alexander Mueller ‡ * †
Ella Mei Mulvahill 
Mia Christine Mulvahill 
Sara Lianne Murley ‡ * † Ω ᴫ 
Jackson Palmer Myhre *
Oscar Edwin Mytty 
Sarah Marie Nelson 
Brandon Hoang Nguyen 
Colin Thang Nguyen 
Jack Frederick Norman 
Helen Mae Brumder North * † ᴫ 
Lillianne Grace O’Brien *
Naomi Margaret Ohman ‡ * † 
Jada Nicole Olson 
Nicholas Michael Overturf * † ᴫ 
Elianna Grace Pagel 
Maxwell  Hart Pankonin φ
Gavin Michael Parris 
Brooke Elizabeth Parten 
Jack Cremer Patterson 
Riley William Paul 
Austin William Peterson 
Josephine Barth Peterson ‡ * † 
Aaron Arthur Petrie 
Alisha Lynn Pfeifer *
Sydney Ellen Pieper 
Decker Amesbury Poley 
McDonald Thatcher Poley 
Reiley Marie Prueter ‡ * † 
Dani Aryana Putra *
Mya Alizabeth Ramaker ‡ * † 

Monika Ruth Ramsey 
Lauren Elizabeth Reeves *
Elizabeth Joan Robbins ᴫ 
Eleanor Marie Robinson 
Audrey Marie Rodewald ‡ *
Logan Kenneth Rodewald ‡ *
Noah Michael Roll ‡ * † £ 
Blake Dillon Romsos 
Louise Virginia Rosenbaum *
Nicholas John Ruhland 
Charleton Phillip Rusciano 
Peter Joseph Ryskamp II *
Madeleen Trudy-Ann Sabatier * † 
Ryan Michael Sande 
Payton Alexa Sapletal 
Frankie Lee Sawatzke 
Jacob Walter Schmid *
Taylor Marie Schmid 
Lindsay Anne Schultz ‡ * † Ω
Madelyn Elizabeth Shafer 
Olivia Darlynn Shatzer 
Kayla Marie Simon 
Zachary Gene Simon 
Amelia Grace Singleton 
Colin Dhu Smith 
Inga Ellen Smith 
Anika Eve Sodhi 
Cooper Clark Sposito 
Jacob Geoffrey Stankevitz 
Samuel  Thoeun Rith Stavig 
Laura Anne Stern ‡ * † 
Daniel Ray Striggow *
Grace Elizabeth Strobel * † 
Jackson Knute Stuemke 
Claire Magdalene Suchy ‡ 
Kyle Joseph Swanholm 
Darby Elizabeth Sween ‡ * † 
Allison Jo Swenson ‡ * † 
Anna Lee Syversen 
Kenzie J Taylor *
Anna Teresa Tesar *
Mason Thomas Thedens 
Nolan Edward Tichy *
Evlyn Biruktawit Torgerson 
Svea Joy Torgerson *
Mason Kohl Torve * † 
Daniel Richard Van Overbeke ‡ * † 
Jayden Paul Vavrichek 
Preston Harley Wagener 
Sam Anthony Weber 
JonRobert Anton Welch 
Alexander James Weninger ⤱ ‡ * † 
Joseph Thomas Williams 
Evan Curtis Zamec 
Sarah Rose Zimmermann ‡ *

⤱  AP Capstone Diploma  ‡ AP Scholars  * Honor Graduate  † National Honor Society  Ω National Merit Scholars  ᴫ  National Music Honor Society  £ National Speech and Debate Honor Society  φ Student enlisted in the Armed Forces

Celebrating our 2020 Graduates

The 69th graduating class from 
Orono High School



2020-21 School Year Quick Facts

2,834 students enrolled*

11% of Orono families selected full-time 
distance learning

Hybrid students in grades K-5 learn  
on campus every day

Hybrid students in grades 6-12 are 
on campus every-other-day and 
alternating Fridays

Orono Child Nutrition services is able to 
provide all students with free breakfast 
and lunch through the 2020-2021 USDA 
program

Welcoming back our students

When we think back over the challenges of the 2020 school year, we can be proud. Multiple 

times over the last few months we have had to create new means and modes of delivering our 

curriculum. As we navigated these major changes and overcame obstacles in front of us, we 

kept our vision on children. We focused on student engagement and the social, emotional, and 

academic needs of our students. We kept the high standards that have been part of our history 

of excellence. We learned how strong we are as individuals and as a learning organization. We 

focused on the deep values that comprise Orono Schools.

Over the summer, administrators, teachers and staff worked diligently to develop return-to-

school plans that balanced the needs of our students with the health and safety of the learning 

community. This was one of the greatest challenges our district has faced. I want to commend 

Orono faculty and staff for demonstrating unmatched creativity, resourcefulness, and flexibility 

during our planning phase and as the school year has commenced. 

To our great joy, school resumed for Orono students on Tuesday, September 8. We welcomed 

our Kindergarten students on September 9. To meet the needs of all Orono learners and in 

compliance with state guidelines, the district offered families the choice of hybrid learning or  

full-time distance learning. For students in Kindergarten through grade 5, hybrid means all-day 

onsite learning in socially distanced spaces. This model prioritizes on-campus instructional time 

for our youngest learners, an approach that supports day-to-day growth in the fundamentals.  

For students in grades 6-12, the hybrid model brings students to campus 50% of the time, what 

we call an “A/B” schedule. They participate in distance learning on days they are home. 

As we reflect on the challenges this year, we think of our community that pitched in to help us 

and to help our children. We are grateful. When I talk to new teachers I always emphasize, “You 

have come to a place that has great parents and great children and it is an honor to work with 

these families.” As we move forward, we will remain flexible and prepared to work with families 

and adjust our models to changing conditions. We are partners in this work! It is my hope that 

we, together, are able to continue partnering for the future of the children in our communities.  

I thank you for your support as a parent or resident in our amazing communities.

With gratitude,

Karen Orcutt, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools

Students returned to school with many changes in place: social 

distancing, face coverings, and some close friends distance learning 

from home. This year, our greatest hope is good health for our 

enthusiastic learning community.

ORONO BACK TO SCHOOL

Welcome back, Orono students!

*Does not include high school PSEO

Friends from Orono Schumann Elementary and Orono Intermediate 
School enjoy a beautiful fall day outdoors.

Orono Middle School students head home at the end of 
the school day. They’ll return to campus on alternating 
days, based on an A/B schedule.



ORONO BACK TO SCHOOL

Welcome back, Orono students!

The OHS Video Production class is going strong, with 
50% of students in the classroom on any day.

Orono classrooms are set up for social distancing. Students in physical education 
class enjoy outdoor activities while spaced apart on the field.

Students are participating in small group discussions with their learning pods. The 
pods consist of students learning and participating both in and out of the classroom.



STRONG FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
ORONO SCHOOLS

Recognition for Fiscal Stewardship

• Orono Schools has received the Certificate  
 of Excellence in Financial Reporting from  
 The Association of School Busines Officials  
 International (ASBO) for reporting and  
 transparency.

• The district has earned Moody’s Aa2  
 long-term rating (high quality and very  
 low credit risk), a ranking above the U.S.  
 school district median.

• The firm of Malloy, Montague, Karnowski,  
 Radosevich & Co., P.A. has reported a clean  
 audit for many consecutive years.

Cities and towns with in-person, absentee voting

Visit http://bit.ly/ORONO-VOTE-2020 and click “Hennepin County” 
for a list of communities offering early, in-person absentee voting 
before the November 3 state general election.

Sample ballots are available at www.oronotech.com

November 3 is Election Day. Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Polling places may change from year to year. Please verify your polling place here: 
https://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us

School Funding, Levies and Financial Management

Elementary and secondary education in Minnesota is financed through a combination of funds from 
the federal government, state-collected taxes, and local voter-approved initiatives. Orono Schools’ 
primary funding source is the state. The Minnesota legislature determines the basic funding levels for 
early learning through grade 12, and dictates the services that schools must provide. If there is a funding 
shortfall, the Orono School Board may ask voters to approve a levy. It’s helpful to know:

• General funds are designated for specific purposes. Minnesota does not provide districts with  
 categorical aid for technology.

• The state’s funding formula has not kept pace with inflation, forcing districts to do more with less in  
 every category.

• The state places a cap on the amount—and the length of time—allowed for voter-approved levies.  
 The current Orono technology levy expires in 2021; thus, the School Board is seeking voter approval  
 once again. If approved, all levy funds will stay in Orono Schools for the next 10 years.

• Replacement and maintenance of core technology infrastructure is based on a best-practices  
 maintenance schedule. The referendum website www.oronotech.com includes a detailed, 10-year  
 Budget Summary for technology spending.

Orono Schools posts up-to-date financial reports at https://orono.k12.mn.us/district-budget. Questions can be directed to  

Mr. John Morstad, Orono Schools’ Director of Business Services at John.Morstad@orono.k12.mn.us. Mr. Morstad has achieved the  

ASBO Certified Administrator of School Finance and Operations® (SFO®) designation held by only 3% of school business officials in the U.S.


